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Great expectations 
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• Carlos Moedas on Horizon Europe 

–The next European science and research funding programme is designed to  
connect people with the achievements financed by their tax money,  
and to fix problems with innovation funding 
 

• RCN main strategy (2015-2020): Research for innovation and sustainability 

–increase investment in breakthrough research and innovation 

–enhance research for sustainable solutions in society and the business sector; 

 

• RCN strategy for the Humanities (2010) 

–increasing awareness of the relevance of the humanities to society 
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The humanities are truly under siege, 
and nowhere more so than in Europe, 

their supposed original ‘home.’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Humanities under Siege? 
Theo D’haen, KU Leuven (Belgium) 

Diogenes 229-230 (58, 1-2) 2012 
 



Evaluation of academic fields every 10 years 
- organised by RCN 
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SSH 

• Historical Research (2008)  

• Law (2009)  

• Philosophy and History of Ideas (2010) 

• Sociology (2010) 

• Geography (2011) 

• Anthropology (2011) 

• Humanities  (2017) 

• Social sciences (2018) 

 

STEM 

• Chemistry Research (2009) 

• Physics Research (2010) 

• Mathematical Sciences (2011) 

• Earth Sciences (2011) 

• Biology, Clinical Medicine and Health 
Science (2011) 

• Technology (2015) 

 

 



Aims of the academic field evaluations 
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1. Provide a critical review of the Norwegian research system  
from an international perspective 
 

2. Provide recommendations on measures  
to encourage increased quality and efficiency of research 

 

3. Recent developments (from 2015) 
- interplay of research and teaching 
- societal impact 

 



Impact definition (REF 2014) 
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any effect on, change or benefit to the: 

 
economy, society, culture, public policy or 
services, health, the environment and quality 
of life, beyond academia 

 



Change in the discourse 
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• What is societal impact?  
 
…and should it be expected from 
humanities research? 

 

• Do we have examples of societal benefits 
created from humanities research? 
 
…and could the REF impact case template 
be used to document them? 
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404 impact cases 
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• Assessed by 13 disciplinary panels  

• Categorized according to  

–organisation of research  

–dissemination channel 

–beneficiaries 

–reach and effect 

• Mapped onto H2020 societal challenges  
…and the Norwegian equivalent 

 

 



Relevance of the impact cases to Horizon 2020 
Humanities 
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Health

Agriculture 

and 

maritime Energy

Trans-

portation Climate

Europe in a 

changing 

world 

Secure 

societies Sum

Panel 1 2 9 11

Panel 2 4 1 6 11

Panel 3 6 6

Panel 4 1 1 3 13 3 21

Panel 5 1 20 3 24

Panel 6 4 2 6 1 13

Panel 7 2 9 11

Panel 8 1 3 1 5

Sum 13 2 1 6 72 8 102



Relevance of the impact cases to Horizon 2020 
Social Sciences 
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 Health

Agriculture 

and 

maritime Energy

Trans-

portation Climate

Europe in a 

changing 

world

Secure 

societies Sum

Panel 1 0 2 2 0 7 0 1 12

Panel 2 1 0 3 2 3 4 0 13

Panel 3 1 0 3 0 3 9 8 24

Panel 4 16 1 0 0 2 10 12 41

Panel 5 4 1 0 0 2 2 1 10

Panel 6 1 3 2 2 1 0 5 14

Sum 23 7 10 4 18 25 27 114



The evaluation process 
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• Evaluation of the impact cases was carried out 
by international peers  

 

• The evaluation panels found several good and 
varied examples of societal impact among the 
submitted cases 

 

 



Security and the media 
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• Evaluation of the Humanities 

• Panel 8 Media Studies  

• University of Oslo - Faculty of Humanities 

 

• Claim: Prof. Christina Archetti's research 
has played a significant role in the growing 
awareness on the role of media 
developing (and limiting) terrorism and 
extremism.  

 



National park  
= research laboratory   
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• Evaluation of the Humanities 

• Panel 5 Archeology & History 

• University Museum of Bergen 

 

 

• Claim: Interdisciplinary research  
on Hardanger has had impact  
on identity and management  
in Hardanger and beyond 

vg.no 

Hardangervidda  
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The Humanities…  
 
…promote democratic values 
…may help us answer the big questions 
…are useful but in a different way than technological research  
…should dare come forward! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Challenges 
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• Implementation of the method 
 

–Uneven understanding of the REF 
definition of impact among the 
participating institutions  

–Lack of documentation 
 

• Limitations of the method  



The way forward 
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• Develop an impact infrastructure  
at the institutions 

• Further development of the methods for 
assessing and evaluating societal impact  

–combining different methods 

–focusing on the process of interaction 
between researchers and users 

–focusing on the objectives of the 
research performing institutions 
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What’s «impact» really?  

Impact:  
Transformative 

Research 



Phipps, D. J. et al. (2016)  
 
Community Engagement 
and Scholarship, 9(1): 
31-40 
http://bit.ly/2fCqTcw  

The co-produced 
pathway to impact 


